Holy Spirit, — A new era begins
Jesus taught His disciples that when He left this earth, He would send the Holy Spirit.
In John 14:16 & 17 His arrival was foretold and Jesus said this to His disciples,

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor, who will never leave
you. 7 He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world at large cannot receive
him, because it isn't looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you do, because

he lives with you now and later will be in you. NLT

The word Counsellor is also translated Helper. This means someone who has been called
alongside as a barrister in court to plead our case.

There are two other things the Holy Spirit does for us.

Firstly, He helps us as believers to understand God’s truth.

Secondly, He gives us strength to live a life that is completely different from the world’s
value system which is hostile to the way God wants us to live.

In John 14:16, Jesus says that the Holy Spirit is another Helper, that is, another of exactly the
same kind as He Himself is.

Now The scene is set for the third Person of the Godhead to come and empower the disciples.
They were to continue what Jesus had begun to do and teach, to be just the same as He was on earth.

The Holy Spirit would enable them to perform signs and wonders and to teach with God’s
authority, which would reveal God’s power through them.

In Acts 1:8 Jesus said,

8 But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” NLT

Notice that the disciples were to be witnesses. They would experience the coming of the Holy
Spirit powerfully and be so touched that they could not help but tell everyone what they had
seen and heard.

In Acts 2 we read of

The Holy Spirit’s arrival

Acts 1 tells us that there were 120 disciples who had been meeting together to wait and to pray. The
disciples were all assembled in one accord, waiting.

Now we come to the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2, Pentecost was a Jewish festival celebrated annually at
Jerusalem. People from all over the known world from many countries and languages came for this
festival.
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When the Holy Spirit came, it was

A noisy arrival

The Holy Spirit did not come secretly. He announced His arrival with plenty of noise!

Acts 2:2 & 3 tells us what happened.

2 Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm in
the skies above them, and it filled the house where they were meeting. 3 Then,
what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. NLT

On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came in mighty power. The sound of a rushing mighty
wind announced to the physical and spiritual world that the Holy Spirit had arrived!

His arrival fulfilled Joel’s prophecy as well as the promise of Jesus to His disciples that He would
send another Helper of the same kind as Himself.

As we read on through the story, we see that the Holy Spirit filled the waiting disciples with His
power. Here are the main things that happened.

v' The disciples began to speak in languages which were unknown to them, but
understood by the international visitors.

v The visitors heard the disciples speaking of the wonderful works of God in their own
language.

v" The Holy Spirit’s power was so strong that some onlookers supposed that the disciples
were drunk. They were not; they were under the influence of the Holy Spirit.

v" From the Day of Pentecost on, no one ever again needed to wait to receive the Holy
Spirit.

v" From now on He was available to all who believed and asked for Him.

The people rushed together and were amazed at what they saw. They needed the

Phenomenon explained

So, Peter became the spokesman for the disciples and told the crowd what was happening. He

told them that they were not drunk, as the crowd supposed, but they were under the influence
of the Holy Spirit who had come upon them. He mentions that what they were witnessing was

the fulfilment of a prophetic word that had been spoken by Joel almost 800 years previously.

In Acts 2:15-18 we read Peter’s account.

5 Some of you are saying these people are drunk. It isn't true! It's much too early for that.
People don't get drunk by nine o'clock in the morning.

16 No, what you see this morning was predicted centuries ago by the prophet Joel:

7'In the last days, God said, I will pour out my Spirit upon all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream
dreams.
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18 In those days I will pour out my Spirit upon all my servants, men and women alike, and
they will prophesy. NLT

Holy Spirit Transformed Believers

Previously, the disciples and the people who were with them were uneducated fishermen, tax
collectors, cowards, and people unskilled in public speaking. But now the Holy Spirit
transformed them.

They became courageous men and women who spoke boldly about Jesus Christ and particularly
about His resurrection without any fear of those who might oppose them.

They became channels of God’s blessings as they performed miracles, which were visible signs
of God’s power. All that they did was now empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Take a look at Peter. He was weak and cowardly. At the time of Jesus’ arrest and before His
crucifixion, Peter denied Him three times.

Now, filled with the Holy Spirit, he is completely transformed. He boldly steps forward and
addresses the crowd who had heard the sound of the wind and the disciples speaking in other
languages, but did not understand what was happening.

As we move on to Acts 4, we continue to be impressed with the

The boldness of uneducated men

As they went into the temple, Peter and John used their new power to command a man lame
from birth to rise up and walk in the name of Jesus. He was totally healed and went with them
into the temple walking and leaping and praising God.

When the people saw the man now walking, they gathered together to find out what was going
on. Peter couldn’t help himself!

The Holy Spirit empowered him to speak boldly about the fact that the man was healed by the
name of Jesus who had risen from the dead and that they needed to repent and believe in Him
too.

The temple leaders were offended at this disorder in their place of worship and at the bold
preaching. So, the Jewish leaders arrested Peter and John because of their bold preaching
about Jesus.

In Acts 4:8 & 13 we read that they appeared before the Council of the Jews to answer for what
they preached.

8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Leaders and elders of our nation,

"

and went on to explain what had happened. Then verse 13 says,
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13The members of the council were amazed when they saw the boldness of Peter and
John, for they could see that they were ordinary men who had had no special training.
They also recognized them as men who had been with Jesus. NLT

The Jewish Council recognized that these disciples were different. They recognised that they
had been with Jesus because the Holy Spirit filled them with boldness as they opened their
mouths to speak.

The word boldness means the ability to speak with freedom, courage and assurance, which is
given by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Council could only threaten them not to speak in this name of Jesus again. The man who
had been miraculously healed was standing right next to them, and they couldn’t argue against
what they saw for themselves.

They had to let them go because they could find no charge to bring against them. Immediately
Peter and John went back to the other disciples and told them what had taken place.

Then they had a powerful time of prayer as

The Disciples prayed for boldness
Listen to their prayer in Acts 4:29-31.

2% And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give your servants great boldness in their
preaching.

30 Send your healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of
your holy servant Jesus.”

31 After this prayer, the building where they were meeting shook, and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit. And they preached God's message with boldness. NLT

And what incredible results came as they prayed! The whole house where they were gathered
was shaken. The Holy Spirit filled them afresh and they spoke God’s message with boldness.

Powerful preaching that transformed the lives of those who heard! They worked miracles,
healed sick people, and the needs of the disciples were met as they lived in one accord.

Whereas Jesus commanded the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to come in power upon
them, Peter told the crowd on the Day of Pentecost that they did not need to wait to receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit,

because now that He had come,

Holy Spirit is available to all
who would receive Him.

In Acts 2:38 & 39 we read this
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38 Peter replied, "Each of you must turn from your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

39 This promise is to you and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all who have been
called by the Lord our God.” NLT

We can apply what Jesus promised to His disciples to ourselves today.

v The Holy Spirit has come to be with us forever.

v He is available to all who believe and receive Jesus Christ—now!

v Today the Holy Spirit does not come upon a person just for a specific task, as He did in
the Old Testament.

v" He remains with and in each believer forever.

v Peter promises that the Holy Spirit is available to whoever will repent and receive Jesus
Christ, from whatever race or culture they have come from. It makes no difference,
because God so loved the world, --

What we have just considered is great because it includes you and me! No one is excluded!

Just as the Holy Spirit worked among those who believed God in Bible times, He is still just as
active among us who believe today.

Let’s look at the work of Holy Spirit in our lives today.

Holy Spirit came to commune with us.
2 Corinthians 13:13 says,

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

The Holy Spirit is the One who communicates God’s love to us, talks to us about His mind and
will, and personally relates to us because He is in us.

What a privilege to grow a relationship of love with the Holy Spirit! Then we can share life with
Him and get to know Him personally.

That makes it easy to receive His good gifts with thankfulness because He knows us so well and
we know Him, too.

Holy Spirit is our Helper

In John 16:7 & 13, Jesus said this to His disciples

7"Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not
go away, the *Helper will not c o m e to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.
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I3 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak: and He will tell
you things to come NKJV

The following is the Strong’s explanation of the term Helper and an extract from the NKJV Spirit
Filled Life Bible we use in our ®Growing Deep and Strong Discipleship and leadership series.

*Helper

helper, parakletos (par-ak-lay-toss); Strong’s #3875: From para “beside,” and kaleo “to call,”
hence, called to one’s side.

The word signifies an intercessor, comforter, helper, advocate, counselor. In nonbiblical
literature, parakletos had the technical meaning of an attorney who appears in court in
another’s behalf.

The Holy Spirit leads believers to a greater apprehension of gospel truths. In addition to general
help and guidance, He gives the strength to endure the hostility of the world system.

In John 14:16, Jesus said

16 "And I will pray the Father, and a He will give you *another Helper that He may abide
with you forever.

*Another

The following is the Strong’s explanation of the term Another and an extract from the NKJV
Spirit Filled Life Bible we use in our ®Growing Deep and Strong Discipleship and leadership
series.

another, allos (al-loss); Strong’s #243: One besides, another of the s a m e kind. The word
shows similarities but diversities of operation and ministries.

Jesus’ use of allos for sending another Comforter equals “one besides Me and in addition to Me
but one just like Me.

He will do in My absence what | would do if | were physically present with you.” The Spirit’s
coming assures continuity with what Jesus did and taught.

Wow, how exciting is that? Jesus has given us One just like Him, to assist as we journey through
our time here on earth.

This 5-part series on Holy Spirit is part of The Growing Deep and Strong® Series, an
intentional Christian discipleship and small group leadership program to help you fast track and
transform the life of a new Christian.

You can now start your own New Christian Training Centre (Micro Church) discipling new
Christians with our inexpensive and easy to use, new Christian Discipleship and Small Group
Leadership programs.(Click Here to Review our Curriculum)
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https://www.newchristiantraining.com/
https://www.growingdeepandstrong.com/curriculum/

“The Growing Deep and Strong® Coach’s manual made it easy to coach others”

“it was a learning curve.... interesting to see the dynamics at work... we had a small group of
people we were responsible for... we each had 3-5 people to coach... the manuals are
fantastic... They outlined and gave direction on what to speak about... What questions to
bring up and discuss... gave us guidelines... it gave us back up and knowledge... A lot of depth
and knowledge in the scriptures... And was brought out in simplistic terms... And was really

easy to teach in simplistic terms... it was great.” Tammy Broadhead

GET THE BEST N HRISTIAN
TRAINING CENTRE MATERIALS NOW!
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